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Local and Central Government : A Comparative Study of 
of England, France, Prussia and the United States. By Percy 
Ashley. New York, E. P. Dutton and Company, 1906. — xi, 396 pp. 

This work purports to be a comparative study of local and central 
government in England, France, Prussia and the United States, but 
the only consideration which the United States receives is contained in 
a short chapter on the government of American cities. The central 
governments of the other countries are considered only in so far as they 
share in the work of local administration or exercise control over the 
constitution or activities of the local authorities. The book therefore 
practically narrows itself down to a comparative study of local govern- 
ment in England, France and Prussia. As such it is an admirable 
elementary treatise. In the first place, the author gives a comparative 
r6sum6 of the principal differences between the English and continental 
theories of local government, with particular reference to central con- 
trol of local administration. He then takes up England, France and 
Prussia in turn, devoting a preliminary section to the consideration of 
those central organs of each, like the Home Office, the Local Govern- 
ment Board, the Board of Education and the Board of Agriculture in 
England, which are concerned in any way with local government. This 
is followed by a more detailed study of the local governments of each 
country, the author pointing out, as occasion offers, the elements of 
difference and resemblance, and emphasizing in particular the con- 
trasts between English and continental methods. There are also 
chapters on the history of local administration in each of the three 
countries, the relation of the legislature to the local authorities, the 
control of local finances, and the control of the local authorities by 
means of the administrative and judicial courts. Of a somewhat gen- 
eral character is the chapter on administrative law, in which the au- 
thor contrasts, somewhat after Dicey 's method, the Anglo-American and 
continental conceptions of administrative law ; analyzes the reasons for 
the non-existence of administrative law as a distinct branch of juris- 
prudence in England ; and discusses the nature and functions of the 
administrative courts as they exist in France and Prussia and the 
reasons why such tribunals are held to be necessary. 

As an elementary treatise Mr. Ashley's book deserves praise. It is 
concise, well arranged, singularly clear and interesting. It would make 
a very useful supplementary text for an introductory course in the com- 
parative study of government. 

J. W. Garner. 

University of Illinois. 



